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News from the Board – June 2008

Resignation of Andrew Dodds 

It is with considerable regret that the Board accepted the resignation of Andrew Dodds at the June Board meeting. Andrew has shown great loyalty and commitment to our purpose and provided resilient support through the many challenges during his 8 years on the Board and as our Vice President. 

We are delighted that Andrew is able to maintain his direct involvement with Bicycle NSW through his continuing role as the Chair of the BUGs Council, which he has led since inception last year. The Board believes this group can play an increasingly important role going forward as we continue to engage with the local community, and in particular our network of affiliated Bicycle User Groups.

Andrew’s resignation has created a casual vacancy on the Board in the lead up to the 2008 AGM when 3 positions are scheduled to be filled via the normal process of election. In the meantime we welcome enquiry from any member who may be interested in sitting on the Board between now and the AGM. In the first instance please contact President Jenny Burn – contact details below. We will also be making contact with the candidates who stood for election at the 2007 AGM to ascertain their interest.

Tour de France breakfasts

We are all eagerly looking forward to this year’s tour and the exciting potential for the performance of Australian riders to help build the profile of bike riding in our broader community – something we see as key to our goal of getting more people on bikes more often. To celebrate this year’s Tour, Bicycle NSW, in partnership with our coalition partners Bicycle Queensland and Bicycle Victoria, is staging for the first time a Tour de France breakfast in Sydney on Thursday 10th July. The Board will be well represented at the breakfast, and we encourage the broader membership of Bicycle NSW to come along and soak up the excitement of the Tour! Details are available on the website.  See you there!

The Bicycle Coalition – Board Engagment 

Last month we reported on plans for the respective Presidents of the Bicycle Coalition member organisations to get together to develop opportunities presented by the Federal government in Canberra around “new federalism”. This is now scheduled to occur in Brisbane at and around the Brisbane Tour de France breakfast on the 15th July.  We encourage all members to share your thoughts and ideas with us to help shape the development of initiatives in this area as the Bicycle Coalition partners work together on our shared goals around getting more people on bikes more often.

Bourke Street Bicycle Route - update 

Over the last 3 years we have been partnering our local BUGs BikeSydney and BikEast working together with the City of Sydney on the Cycle Strategy and Action Plan  and the 2030 Sustainable Sydney plan. We believe both initiatives will have significant positive impact towards achieving our purpose of getting more people on bikes more often through the provision of safe and effective cycle routes throughout the City. We are in full support the City of Sydney and the Bourke Street Bicycle Route as a positive early step in making Sydney a more bike friendly city. We thank all our members and local Bicycle User Groups for their contributions in support of the plans which are now in the final stages of design development before the construction phase commences. 
May 8th 2008 Road Rage incident at Mascot – update

We thank members for the support shown for our efforts to encourage government to show strong leadership to prevent road rage and address the need for more and safer bike riding infrastructure. Bicycle NSW, along with Cycling Australia and the Amy Gillett Foundation, is talking with key NSW Government Agencies in this respect (NSW Police and the RTA) to develop initiatives aimed at making bike riding safer for everyone.
Bicycle NSW Constitutional Review

A huge thank-you to all members and local BUGs (some of whom have taken considerable time and trouble to hold special meetings to discuss this subject) for a great deal of written feedback on the proposed changes. It is really encouraging to see a high level of interest and commitment from our members and BUGs. 
The Board has carefully considered the comments received and as a result a number of changes to the list and the form of proposed changes have been made.  A summary of your feedback, the process to date and plans going forward is detailed on the website 

…….and finally……..…

As always we welcome the opportunity for input and discussion with our members. We will endeavour to address your concerns, comments and feedback through president@bicyclensw.org.au 

Please remember, the board exists to ensure that Bicycle NSW is well managed – we are not directly involved in day-to-day operations. You can find more information about the role we play click here
More People Cycling More Often      …      Life’s Better on a Bike!


