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Bicycle New South Wales 

Annual General Meeting - Minutes 
Wednesday 11 November 2009 6:00pm  
Sydney Mechanics' School of Arts (SMSA) 280 Pitt Street Sydney NSW 2000. 
 
1. Welcome, Apologies, Housekeeping 
 
Apologies:  Michael Frankel, Jon Leighton, Chloe Mason, Glynne Krix.  
Introduction:  Alice Dillon (Returning Officer) from AAR 
 
2. Minutes of previous AGM (1 November 2008) 
 
Outcome: Accepted with no changes - Moved: Greg Krix, Seconded: Caroline 
Pidcock 
 
3. Reports 
 
President’s Report: Jenny Burn 
The President thanked all members of the Board, in particular those retiring at this 
AGM. Thanks also to Graeme Edwards for his service as Chair of the BUGs Council. 
In addition the President thanked all volunteers and the staff team for their valuable 
contribution throughout the year.  The President also thanked the Returning Officer 
and Arthur Allen Robinson for their assistance with the preparation and conduct of the 
AGM and Computershare for their provision of online voting facility to the AGM. 
 
BUGs Council Report: Graeme Edwards  
A large part of the work of the BUGs Council this year has been in the opening of the 
lines of communication and development of  procedural frameworks. In addition the 
Council has been focussed on the question of what is a BUG and the definition of the 
relationship between BUGs and Bicycle NSW.  
 
Bicycle NSW Environmental Trust Report: Geoff Martin  
A report was tabled (copy attached) and Geoff spoke to this report.  
 
Finance Report: Greg Krix  
Bicycle NSW Inc Audited Annual Financial Statements for the year to June 2009 
tabled and accepted: Moved: Greg Krix, Seconded: Werner Steyer 
 
CEO’s Report: Alex Unwin 
The CEO spoke to the Chief Executive Officer’s report included in the 2009 Annual 
Report. 
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4. Board Elections 
 
The five nominees for the Board addressed the meeting separately outlining their 
reasons for wishing to serve on the Board of Bicycle NSW based on their profiles 
published on the website.  Questions were invited from the floor. 
 
The Returning Officer asked all members present to complete their voting forms and 
put them in the Board Elections ballot box. 
 
5. Special Resolutions 
 
The President read out the Special Resolutions and invited questions from the floor.  
 
The Returning Officer asked all members present to complete their voting forms and 
put them in the Special Resolutions ballot box. The Returning Officer took both ballot 
boxes out of the meeting to proceed with counting. 
 
6. Other business - Questions for the floor: 
 
A question was asked re member engagement and involvement in Bicycle NSW and 
the member was invited to speak directly to Board members as appropriate. 
 
A question was asked the NSW Big Ride and whether it was likely to be run again in 
the near future. The event is unlikely to be run by Bicycle NSW. Jenni Gormley 
reported that increasingly local BUGs are running similar format multi day rides which 
are published on the Push On Rides Calendar    
 
7. Voting Results 
 
The Returning Officer reported the results of the Board Election and the vote on the 
Special Resolutions to the President.  The President reported the results to the 
meeting.  
 

• Jenny Burn, Richard Birdsey, John Richardson and Christina Harlamb were 
elected to the Board of Bicycle NSW. 

• All 3 of the Special Resolutions were carried with each receiving over 75% of 
the votes cast.  

 
The President asked the meeting if there were any objections to the results being 
posted on the website. No objections were raised. 
Action:  Board Secretary to attend to posting results on the website  
 
Close of meeting 8.00pm 
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Bicycle NSW Environment Trust Management Committee Report to BNSW 

AGM 11th November 2009 
Firstly, on I am pleased to provide a brief update on the activities of the Environment Trust on 
behalf of the Management Committee of myself, Hilary Wise (who is based in Northern NSW 
) and Alex Unwin who has resigned from his position on the Committee today. 
For those of you who don’t know, the Environment Trust was established in 2003 under a deed 
of trust which sets out in detail the trust objects around protecting the natural environment 
through the promotion of bicycle riding as an environmentally beneficial means of transport.  It 
received tax deductibility status in 2004. 
Donations to date have come largely through members renewing their BNSW membership and 
with one or two significant donations from time to time. Through the generosity of the latter, 
the Trust received $63,000 in donations in 2008 and then back to $14,000 in 2009. Diversity of 
fundraising is improving, although clearly, significant individual donors will always be vital to 
fund the Trust.  
Over the past 12 months, the BNSW renewal process has been improved to help encourage 
direct online donations to the Trust at the same time.  Furthermore, the Trust has been set up as 
a nominated charity on the Every Day Hero website making it easy for people and teams to 
nominate the Trust across various Australian fundraising events. This helped the 15 riders 
(including myself) in September to raise over $12,000 in the Pengana Goullburn to Citi Charity 
Ride, although I must admit, the 33kms average speed per hour over 150kms was definitely the 
hard bit. This is likely to be an annual event and an increase source of funding. Together with 
regular member donations, the Trust can look forward to a regular $20,000 to $30,000 
fundraising per year – the more significant amounts are achieved through more significant 
individual donations, an area we are looking to develop further.  
The Trust has been in a position to put these funds towards work, and in the last 12 months has 
invested in 2 programs. 
The first program is the provision of a grant of $75,000 to help fund (together with BNSW) a 
position in BNSW and associated marketing and promotion costs, over the period of May 2009 
to May 2010. Bicycle NSW has appointed a suitably qualified person, initially for a 12 month 
period, with specific responsibility to engage with the community on a regular basis, 
promoting all numerous cycling programs in collaboration with the BUG network and other 
channels in the community via specialist marketing/PR communications – to help achieve the 
stated Trust’s aim of protecting the natural environment through the promotion of bicycle 
riding as an environmentally beneficial means of transport.   
Some key deliverables of this role to date have been: 

• BNSW website redesign and re‐write (with about 40% increase in traffic) 

• Promotion of the opening event for BNSW’s new premises – substantially building the profile 
of the organization and its objectives to key stakeholders 

• Promoting the Spring Cycle to get more people cycling more often – overall a massive increase 
in numbers 
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Future work includes: 
• Promotion of cycling through the Gay & Lesbian Mardi Gras in 2010 and the profile across 

community, the media and government 

• Collaborative work with the Bicycle Recycling Network 

• Increase cycling participation of women through Gear up Girl and the profile across 
community, the media and government 

Our second project was to contribute funding of $5,000 towards a commissioned submission 
on behalf of BNSW to the Independent Public Inquiry Into Long Term Public Transport Plan 
for Sydney as well as the NSW Transport Blueprint. This was researched and prepared by Dr 
Chloe Mason. 
Our funds at the end of the 2008/2009 financial year were $46,000, and with the above 
commitments in progress, together with influx of the minimum expected range of donations, 
we would expect a balance of $25,000 to $35,000 by June 2010, assuming no further project 
expenditure. 
At our most recent meeting in October, the Management Committee has agreed that we would 
like to target our expenditure also towards greater single focus issues, such as the 
abovementioned submissions, where we will get a higher profile and targeted return against 
our stated objectives 
The Trust also would like to diversify application of donor funds to programs outside of 
BNSW, which align to our Trust objectives. Whilst the following examples are purely 
illustrative, and do not constitute any approval of any form, these could include, say, grants to 
the Greenway Project in Sydney’s Inner West, or development of the Rail Trail concept within 
Regional NSW. 
I thank Alex Unwin for his great guidance and contribution to the Trust in an official capacity 
on the Management Committee over the past few years. Alex and BNSW will continue to help 
facilitate and administer the Trust, but Alex feels the abovementioned strategy of seeking out 
worthy projects to fund outside of BNSW is best supported by diversifying members on the 
Committee. Ongoing makeup is ultimately at the discretion of the BNSW Board.  
For those of you in the room today who have contributed towards the Trust’s objectives – 
thankyou very much – we look forward to further funding from more and more donors and the 
responsible management of these funds to achieve our mission.   
 
Geoff Martin 
Management Committee 
  
 
 


